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THE 500™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE LEIPZIG DEBATE

Many of you know that I spent the third week
in January 2019 in Fort Wayne, Indiana. I was
there attending the annual Symposia at the
Concordia Theological Seminary campus, which I
have attended almost every year since the
Symposia’s inception in 1978. It is the premier
national conference for LCMS pastors in many
different ways, and this year’s conference did not
disappoint.

The conference is divided into two parts. The
first half deals with exegesis, i.e., the interpretation
of Holy Scripture. The second half deals with
doctrine and church history, especially as that
relates to Martin Luther and the Lutheran
Confessions. This year the second half of the
conference focused on the debate in 1519 between
Martin Luther and Johannes Eck on July 4™ to 14™
at the city of Leipzig in Saxony. In the year 2019,
Lutherans around the world celebrate the 500™
anniversary of this debate, which was one of
several significant events in the Lutheran
Reformation.

Johannes Eck was a professor at the
University of Ingolstadt, which is in central
Bavaria on the Danube River. Martin Luther was
a professor at the University of Wittenberg, which
is in central Saxony on the Elbe River. The city
and university of Leipzig was chosen as a neutral
location for the debate. Luther framed thirteen
theses, which were the focus of the debate. His
position on each thesis was “pro” for some, “con”
for others. They included issues such as: a) that
baptized believers sin daily (pro); b) that good
works are not truly “good,” because tainted by sin
(pro); c) that priests can inflict punishments on
those who confess their sins (con); d) that a priest
can refuse to forgive the sin of someone who
repents (con); e) that souls in purgatory are
punished for their sins on earth (con); f) that
humans have free will in regard to spiritual matters

(con); g) that the merits of Christ are the treasures
of indulgences (con); h) that indulgences are a
blessing and encouragement for good works (con);
and i) that the pope can forgive any sin owed in
this and the future life in purgatory (con). As you
can see, most of the theses dealt with the Office of
the Keys and indulgences.

The most significant of Luther’s theses was
#13 which read: “The very callous decrees of the
Roman pontiffs which have appeared in the last
four hundred years prove that the Roman church is
superior to all others. Against them stand the
history of eleven hundred years, the test of divine
Scripture, and the decree of the Council of Nicaea,
the most sacred of all councils.” This was the
thesis that Professor Eck attacked most
vehemently, because it elevated the authority of
Holy Scripture over the authority of the pope. In
those days, only heretics did that—most recently
the professor of theology at the University of
Prague in Bohemia, Dr. John Hus, who was
burned at the stake. It became clear in the Leipzig
Debate that Luther was a Hussite. Thus Luther’s
accusers believed they were justified in calling
him a “damned heretic.”

Five hundred years later, the Roman Catholic
church does not go around calling Lutherans or
other Protestants “damned heretics.” We are all
more “civilized” now. But the truth is that, in spite
of many diplomatic maneuvers, the Roman church
still accepts and defends the supreme authority of
the pope and all Protestants reject that authority.
This is the enduring legacy of the Leipzig Debate
of 1519. Thank God!

Yours in Christ,
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School News

LOOKING BACK...LOOKING FORWARD

The carefree days of Christmas and the New Year
ended with the commencement of the latter half of the
2018-2019 school year. Children who had been on holiday
break greeted their friends to share stories of holiday
activities, as teachers dusted off the white boards and
began teaching new lessons.

Our February calendar promises fun social activities as
we look forward to the annual Sunday Pancake Breakfast,
Valentine’s Day Parties, ‘Jump Rope for Heart/Hoops for
Heart’ and Spaghetti Feed. These activities are intended
for the children and their families as well as for the
members of our church! Come and meet new people and
enjoy the activities!

While January brought with it rainy days, that didn’t
stop us from holding our Open Houses as we began the
cycle of enrollment for the 2019-2020 school year. Yes,
amidst the daily activities, we are always planning for our
current and future Grace families and enrollment!

Our Parent/Teacher League and School Boards are
eager to grow Grace Lutheran School! To do so, we look
to all of our resources. Who knows better than our GLS
families where changes may be made? We value your
input!

Do you have ideas which you think will help GLS
grow its program, enrollment and revenue? Is there a way
we can better meet the needs of our students and families?
Your ideas are always welcome!

Mr. Brauer and the boards enlist you to join us as we
develop a Principal’s Advisory Team for the purpose of
enriching our school and providing the best experience for
your family.

We, at Grace Lutheran School thank you and your
family for being a part of the Grace family. If you know of
someone looking for an intimate setting for their student,
please refer them to Grace Lutheran School. “Word of
mouth’ referrals are often the best endorsement for our
school.

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)

Watch for the Parent Information Note.
It is sent electronically each Tuesday!

February 2019
DATES TO REMEMBER
GLS Pancake Breakfast
Partners in Christ (8:40a arrival)
Parent/Teacher Conferences (3:45p- 8:00p)
Parent/Teacher Conferences (8:00a- Noon)
Jump Rope for Heart & Hoops for Heart
(12:45p)
18 President’s Day — Office Closed
No School/No Extended Care
22  Mid-Quarter!
23 PTL sponsored Spaghetti Feed!
Church & School Social Event.All are welcome!

Moo g W

GLS Welcomes a New Employee!

Since June 2018, GLS has been diligently seeking a new
employee for the position of an Extended Care Assistant.
We were looking for a person with ‘just the right qualities’
to work with our students and were delighted to learn that
she was already in our Grace Lutheran family!

Mrs. Karla Noland (does the last name sound familiar?
She is the wife of our Pastor!) decided to ‘lend a hand’
and help out the faculty and staff by joining ‘Miss Judy’ in
the afternoon Extended Care program! Already actively
involved in the Grace Lutheran Church activities, Mrs.
Noland will greet the children in the courtyard at the end
of the school day (3:30 p.m.) with smiles and fresh
“hello’s”. She will help to oversee the children as they are
picked up by parents, and escort them into the Parish Hall
where she will help with homework, provide a snack and
play games.

Mrs. Noland holds her BS in Human Development and
Family Studies with a concentration on Early Childhood
Education from Colorado State University. She taught
Preschool for Lutheran Hospital (Denver, CO), was the
director of a day care, was a teacher’s aide for K-5
grades, and has taught as a substitute teacher. (Need
tutoring? She’s a ‘whiz’ at Saxon Math and Shurley
English!) She has worked in multiple capacities in the
airlines industry, taking an early retirement option which
allowed her to focus her attention on her three daughters,
Sarah (married and living in IN), Renee (attending Purdue
University, IN), and Heidi (a senior at Hillsdale High).

As an ice-breaker, Mrs. Noland’s favorite color is pink;
her favorite movie is Steel Magnolias. She enjoys counted
cross stitch, playing cards and board games.

If you do not already know her, take a moment to
welcome Mrs. Noland, our newest GLS employee!
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Lutheran ‘Women’s cMissionary League

Grace LWML Mission Statement

“Our mission is to encourage the women
of Grace to grow spiritually through
Word and Sacraments that they may serve
our Triune God with their time, talents
and treasures.”

2018-2020

Mission Grants

8. Reaching Rahab-outreach
To at-risk women in Kenya

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Save your mites

—_————

“Serve the Lord with Gladness”

————

Mission Project Work Day

Tuesday, February 26, 2019- 1:00pm at
Dolores Keim’s House

e s — —

Upcoming dates:

February 10, 2019 — Package Cookies for
College Students (If you have a student
going to school away from home, please
contact Dolores Keim 650-344-5948)

e ————
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The Third of Thirteen
Emil Clausing
2018 Steinbeck Scholarship Recipients

Dear LWML CNH,

| am overjoyed to hear that | have received the Steinbeck
Memorial Scholarship. Thank you so much for your kind
| generosity! Being awarded this gift is a great blessing,
E giving me freedom to focus on my education and the
B future.

Please also accept my thanks for showing encouragement
and aid to others like me—the children of missionaries
B who may find difficulty in adjusting to American life and
customs, often in the absence of our parents who are still
overseas, all while entering college in what is perhaps the biggest life change we have
ever gone through. Your thoughtful support is truly a blessing from God!

My name is Emil Clausing, and as of me writing this | am preparing for the Fall semester
of my freshman year at Concordia University Chicago.

| was born in Colorado Springs, Colorado. | lived in St. Peters, Missouri for most of my life
until, in 2016, my family and | moved to spread the gospel in Kenya. We spent the first
few months living in East Africa learning Swabhili, the most commonly spoken language in
that region. My family and | homeschooled through high school and the move to Kenya,
so, apart from a few online classes, our wonderful mother has been our only teacher.

Living in Africa was the greatest experience of my life. | would not give it up for anything.
The two countries we lived in, Kenya and Tanzania, are full of wonderful and kind people.
It was amazing to encounter their culture and customs—once | even got to give a
devotion to the children of a boarding school! East Africa is also a very beautiful place.
The lonely majesty of Mt. Kenya, the massive hills and valleys of central Tanzania, and the
perfectly warm blue waters of the Indian ocean, not to mention all the exquisite native
wildlife—lions, zebras and many more—, are all testaments to the glory of their Creator.
Even though | only saw a tiny portion of the land and its people, | will never forget living

there.

As | enter the world of higher education, | hope to pursue a career in animation. | love to
draw, design, and tell stories, and so the classes | will be taking this year include Intro to
Visual Arts, Cartooning, and Characterization.

Again, a great big thank you for your great work and encouragement!

In Christ,
Emil Clausing



Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) California-Nevada-Hawaii District (CNH)
Human Care Committee
Scholarship Application for the Steinbeck Memorial Scholarship Fund

Your Name, Birth Date and contact information:
Mailing Address, Email Address, Phone/Cell

Emil Clausing

29 October 1999

613 Henry Street

Washington, MO 63090 (address of family in US)

emilclausing@outlook.com

6369224596

Name and Address of school you plan to attend:

Concordia University Chicago
7400 Augusta St.
River Forest, IL 60305-1402

Parent’s names and contact information:
Mailing Address, Email Address, Phone/Cell

Jonathan Clausing
jonathan.clausing@Icmsintl.org

Grade Fall 2018 (circle or highlight):
Freshman Sophomore Junior
Senior 5% year

How many years of
schooling do you
anticipate? 4

Anticipated year of graduation?
Would you like an
application in two
years?
Yes, for purposes
of reapplication

2023

How many members of your family
are currently in an institution of
higher education? 0

In what mission field are your parents currently serving?

LCMS Office of International Mission-East Africa

Are you a member of a LCMS congregation?
If so, Name and location of your church:
Yes
Chapel of the Cross
907 Jungermann Rd.
St. Peters MO 63376

Tell us something about the places you have lived and type of missionary work in which your family is involved:

I'have lived for two years in Nairobi Kenya. My dad is a pastor and teacher; he has taught and preached in many
different places around East Africa. Especially, he has taught the students at the Lutheran seminaries Neema Lutheran
College at Matongo, Kenya and Saint Peter Theological Seminary in Himo, Tanzania.

What course of study do you plan to pursue in school?

Animation

What are your plans for the future?

After getting a degree in animation | hope to find a job at and animation or art studio. | especially hope to be involved
in the production and animation of animated films or TV shows.

Make check payable to who and mailing address? If your school, any special instructions? Date

Emil Clausing
11318 Hill Road
Garden Prairie, IL 61038

5/13/18

rev. 5/2018
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February 2019

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
9:00a-Senior Choir
10:00a-organ practice
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
8:40a-GLS Pancake 9:00a-Adult Bible 8:35a-Chapel Parent/Teacher 9:00a-Senior Choir
Breakfast Class Conferences.
All are welcome! No School/No Ext. Care
9:00a-Divine Service
Partners in 10:00a-100 Ann. Cmte. 10:00a-organ practice
Worship GLS 2:00p-GLS library
Choir Sings 4:00p-School Board
10:15a-Sunday School 7:00p:Rev. Schempf
10:30a-Adult Bible Study LC-MS Missionary to
Uganda presentation
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
9:00a-Divine Service 9:00a-Adult Bible 8:35a-Chapel 9:00a-Senior Choir
Class
12:45p-Jump Rope & 10:00a-organ practice
10:15a-Sunday School 10:00-100 Ann. Cmte. 2:00p-GLS library Hoops for Heart
3:00p-Welcome
Amigos-
10:30a-Adult Bible Study 4:00p-School Board Private Function
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
9:00a-Adult Bible 8:35a-Chapel
9:00a-Divine Service No School/No Ext. Care Class 9:00a-Senior Choir
Church/School Office
10:15a-Sunday School closed 10:00-100 Ann. Cmte. | 2:00p-GLS library 10:00a-organ practice
10:30a-Adult Bible Study 10:00a-Bd. of Lay Elders
4:00p-PTL Spaghetti Feed
President’s Day All Are welcome!
24 25 26 27 28

9:00a-Divine Service
10:15a-Sunday School
10:30a-Adult Bible Study

7:00p-Planning Council

9:00a-Adult Bible
Class

10:00-100 Ann. Cmte.

8:35a-Kids of Kingdom
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