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Lent & the “Gesima”
Season

The Liturgical prepar-
ation for Easter takes
place through 3 periods
or steps: The first is the
“-gesimas”. These three
Sundays before Lent
constitute catechesis in
the Grace of God in
which that grace is
examined from three

perspectives:

Septuagesima (meaning ‘about 70 days’) —
Grace is undeserved. The Collect for this
Sunday implores God to graciously hear us, who
are justly punished for our sin, so that we may
be delivered by God’s goodness. The goodness
of God is emphasized in the parable (Matthew
20:1-16), where all the laborers receive the
reward because of the goodness of the
landowner. So we too, receive the reward of
eternal life, because God is good, and Another
has borne the heat and burden of the day for us
that we might have it.

Sexagesima (meaning ‘about 60 days’) —Grace
is passively received. In the Collect, we pray
to the God who sees that we put not our trust in
anything we do, but mercifully defends us by
His power. In the parable of the sower, the seed
of God’s Word is passively received in good and
noble hearts.

Quinquagesima (meaning ‘about 50 days’) —
Grace is not easily understood. In the
Gospel, Jesus predicts His passion and the
‘disciples “understood none of these things: and
this saying was his from them, neither knew
they the things which were spoken.” (Luke
18:34).

February 2017

The three “Gesima” Sundays
begin the Lenten
Preparation for Easter.
They take on the character
of Lent, but mildly. The
color becomes violet, the
color of Lent. The
“Alleluias” are dropped. Pictures and Crosses
remain unveiled. Flowers may adorn the
chancel. In the Gesimas, this provides a gradual
progression of liturgical removals as we
approach Passiontide.

The second step or stage of Lent begins on Ash
Wednesday. This second stage ends when the
week of Laetare (the 4t Sunday in Lent) is
completed. In addition to the omissions and
changes that began in the “Gesimas”, flowers no
longer normally adorn the chancel, and the
crucifix and crosses are veiled. During these
four Sundays, the focus is on temptation and
faith, and the Christian’s struggle:

On Invocavit Sunday the Lord is tested in
the Wilderness.

On Reminiscere Sunday, the faith of the
Canaanite woman is tested. '

On Oculi Sunday, the people tempt our
Lord to show them a sign from heaven.

Laetare Sunday is “refreshment” Sunday.

The final stage is Passiontide, which begins with
Judica Sunday (Passion Sunday, the s5th
Sunday in Lent), and extends
through Holy Week and the
Triduum (“three holy days”-
\ Which - includes Maundy
) Thursday, Good Friday, Holy
| Saturday). Now the focus is
expressly on our Lord’s
passion. The liturgy is spoken on Judica Sunday
to emphasize the intense passion which our
Lord endured. This intensity builds until we
finally arrive at the empty tomb.




‘We are connected to the Generations that have come before us.

When: Saturday, February 18, 2017

Where: First Lutheran Church
350 Dolores Way, South San Francisco

Time: 9:30 am - 11:30 am
Coffee and Pastries
Prayer Service

Contact Person: Shelly Alba
650-574-0485 or Shelly@cnh-lcms.org

“One generation shall commend your works to another, and shall
declare your mighty acts” Psalm 145
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Lutheran Womens Missionary League
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Grace LWML Mission Statement

“QOur mission is to encourage the women
Word and Sacraments that they may serve
our Triune God with their time, talents

and treasures.”

“Serve the Lord
with Gladness”

2016-2018
Mission Grants

5. Hmong Bibles and
Chatechisms

Peace Lutheran Church,

Save your mites

Fresno, CA
$6,300
r?\g(;
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Circle Bible Study

Watch Church Bulletin for next Study

Upcoming Dates:

Feb. 18,2017 - LWML CNH Zone 8 Morning of
Prayer, First Lutheran Church, SSF -
(see next page)

Feb. 23, 2017 — Mission Project Work Day
1:00 pm Dolores Keim’s House

®)Y Grace Lutheran (hurch & School
M| &



Grace Lutheran (hurch & School

Fred E. Brauer, Principal School: 650-345-9082
e-mail: fbrauer@glcssm.org Fax: 650-377-4831
February, 2017

Dear GLS Congregation and School Families,

Lutheran Schools Week/
_ Thank you PTL members, Parents, Students, Teachers, and Congregation for celebrating
Y with us “Lutheran Schools Week!”

- . PTL school lunches are fantastic! Thank you PTL HOT LUNCH TEAM!

o R

¥ E-Waste new date is: Saturday, February 25th, from 9am-2pm!
, Ei—WASj'E\

‘f{ My My SchoolWorx’ Coming this fall, GLS introduces a new on-line School/Parent/Student
t SChOOI wo, communication system. Welcome to the 2Ist Century! Report Cards, E-blasts, Homework,
s " Urgent Messaging, Hot Lunch Schedule, and much more!

------

7ie

- { : : ‘17-'18 School Year Calendar available. Please see office Administration for a copy.

' | Tuition Refetral Feel Help us fill the seats! Tell a friend or neighbor! One-month tuition
ENROLL NOW

reduction! Contact office for details!

Thank you for joining our FAMILY at Grace Lutheran School. May God bless you.

Stafif
JK/K Mrs. Kilcullen  1/2 Ms. Sharon Stanley  3/4 Ms. Crawford 5/6 Mr. Brauer 7/8 Mr. Doody
PE. Ms. Annette Holthaus Spanish Mzs. Schaefer  Tchr. Aide Mrs. Hitzeman
Art/Drama/Sub. Mrs. Bethke Substitute Mr. Bethke; Mrs. Shana LaPastora
Admin. Assistants Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Smoot (Music Enrich.), Mrs. Semmler

“UWAESEC & NNLEA" ecnedited
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