
The narrative commentary on the Divine Service was adapted 
from a piece written by Professor John Pless. It was suggested 
that the notes from the Narrative Service on Nov. 8, 2009, 
should be made available for the congregation and others 
who might be interested. Here is part 2. 

INTROIT (p. 186)
Having received the Lord’s forgiveness, we are glad to enter 
into His courts with praise and thanksgiving. This entrance 
is made in the Introit with the Lord’s own words, most often 
drawn from the Psalms. Most often the Introit is chanted by 
the Choir or Cantor.
   - Introit –
KYRIE
Kyrie Eleison is a Greek phrase meaning “Lord, have mercy.” 
In the Kyrie we come before the King of Mercy with the prayer 
that was on the lips of Blind Bartemaeus, whom Jesus healed. 
We approach our Merciful Savior and King as citizens of 
heaven, seeking His mercy for our salvation, the peace of the 
whole world, the well-being of His Church, our Worship, and 
our everlasting defense.

GLORIA
The Gloria in Excelsis (Glory to God in the
Highest)  (p. 187ff)
The Lord to whom we cry for mercy is the Savior who has 
come to us in the fl esh. The Gloria in Excelsis (Glory to God 
in the Highest) echoes the hymn that the high angels of God 
sang to the shepherds at Bethlehem. In this hymn we acclaim 
and extol the Son of God who humbled Himself to be our 
Brother and now reigns over us as Savior from the right hand of 
His Father. In Divine Service I, an alternate to this hymn is “This 
is the Feast of Victory” taken from the Book of Revelation. This 
hymn proclaims the victory of the Lamb who was crucifi ed for 
us. It is appropriately used at Easter and Ascension.

SALUTATION, COLLECT – (p. 189)
The pastor stands in the congregation as Christ’s servant. The 
vestment he wears indicates that he is not speaking on his 
own, but as one sent and authorized to represent Christ Jesus. 
As the authorized representative of the Lord, he says “The 
Lord be with you.” The congregation responds “And with your 
Spirit” or “And also with you.” Pastor and the congregation 

are bound together in this salutation or greeting as the pastor 
prays the Collect of the Day on behalf of the gathered congre-
gation. The Collect is a short sentence that “collects” in one 
short request all it is that we are asking God to do for us on 
the basis of the Word which we are about to hear, both read 
and preached.

OLD TESTAMENT READING, GRADUAL, EPISTLE, 
VERSE, HOLY GOSPEL,
In Ephesians 4, the Apostle Paul tells us that the Ascended 
Christ gave gifts to His Church: Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, 
and Pastor-Teachers. These gifts are made manifest in the 
Divine Service as we hear God’s Word read and proclaimed. 
First, we hear from a Prophet in the words of the Old
Testament Reading. After the Scripture is read, The Pastor or 
Assisting Elder proclaims “This is the Word of the Lord.” The 
Lord’s Word is embraced by the congregation’s response of 
thanksgiving: “Thanks be to God.” In this way, the church 
confesses Holy Scripture for what it is-–the Word of God. The 
Gradual, selected verses of Scripture, is sung by the choir or 
congregation. The Gradual is a “bridge of praise” that links the 
Old Testament with the New Testament. On many occasions 
an Anthem refl ecting on the common theme of the readings 
is sung by the choir. This is offered so that those who hear 
might anticipate the Word of God that will follow. Second, we 
hear from an Apostle in the words of a New Testament Epistle. 
From the Apostle we are given the truth that is found only in 
Jesus for faith and life. The “Alleluia Verse” is then chanted by 
the Choir or Cantor. This Verse is our anticipation of the Lord 
who comes to us in His words. These words are spirit and life. 
Third, we hear from an Evangelist in the words of the Holy 
Gospel. In the words of the Evangelist we are given the Word 
of Life, Jesus Christ. The congregation acknowledges the Lord’s 
presence in His Gospel by standing and extolling His glory and 
praising Him.

In His name with Thanksgiving,

Pastor Froh 
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26
th

 ACADEMIC YEAR 

 

CHAPEL OFFERINGS 
 

 Chapel offerings for the second quarter of the 
school year will be sent to Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation to help publish the Bible and Small 
Catechism in Spanish.   To date, $154.27 has been 
received. 
 
 

 

OPEN HOUSE 
 

Kindergarten 

through 

8
th

 Grade 

 

Wednesday, February 3
rd

 

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

 

Please invite your friends to acquaint  
them with our school. 

 
The faculty will be available in the 
classrooms to answer questions of 
prospective parents interested in  

enrolling their children in our school. 
 

 

JUMP-A-THON & 

HOOPS FOR HEART 
 

 On Friday, February 12th from 12:45 p.m. – 
2:20 p.m. the students of our school will have the 
opportunity to participate in the American Heart 
Association’s Jump Rope for Heart and Hoops for 
Heart.  Parents and members of the congregation are 
invited to be spectators for this all-school fun event. 

 
 
 

GEOGRAPHY BEE 
 

 Congratulations to Bianca DiVecchio, 
Champion of the Grace Lutheran School National 
Geographic Geography Bee; to Katie Kilcullen, 
second place winner; and Anjanette Gomez, third 
place winner. 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 

 Thank you to the many parents, grandparents, 
and congregation members who have contributed to 
the Friends of Grace Lutheran School Fund, 
Scholarship Fund, and Supplemental Offering.  Your 
support is deeply appreciated. 
 
 

 

FEBRUARY DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

3  Open House – 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
12  Jump Rope & Hoops for Heart – 12:45 p.m. 
14  Primary & School Choirs - 9:00 a.m. service 
15  Presidents’ Day – No School / No Extended 

Care 
19  Mid-Quarter 
24  School Choir – 7:00 p.m. service 

 

 

 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when 

he is old he will not depart from it.” 

Proverbs 22:6 (NKJV) 




