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THE GRINCH THAT ALMOST STOLE CHRISTMAS

Can you imagine this time of year without
Christmas and its celebrations? Can you
imagine an end of the calendar year with no
festivities, no decorations in the home and
community, no gift-giving, no special meals, no
TV specials, no special music on the radio, no
special worship services, and no family
gatherings? Can you imagine a Christianity with
no Christmas? It almost happened.

The setting of this true story is the pagan
Roman Empire as it was slowly, but surely,
becoming Christian in the fourth century A.D.
Before Christianity became a tolerated religion
in 313 A.D., it was persecuted and had no public
festivals. Thus the earliest origins of public
festivals of the Christian church are from the
time when Christianity was tolerated, i.e., from
the fourth century A.D. and thereafter.

But which Christianity was this going to be? As
soon as Christianity was accepted by the Roman
Emperor Constantine the Great, a theological
battle was drawn between two religious factions
for the soul of the church. One faction, led by
Bishop Alexander of Alexandria, upheld the
biblical doctrine that Jesus was with the Father
eternally, before the creation of anything, and
that Jesus was “of the same substance as the
Father.” Another faction known as “Arianism,”
led by Arius, a pastor in Alexandria, did not
believe that Jesus was fully God in the same way
as the Father, but was something like what
Roman Catholics today venerate as “saints.”

Arius in this story is the “Grinch.” If Jesus was
just another “saint” as Arius believed, then his
birthday would be no more special than any of
the other Christian “saints.” Alban Butler
published his Lives of the Saints in 1756. The
latest revision of this book contains the lives of
2,565 saints. On average, that is enough to
celebrate seven saints per day for every day of

the year. If Arius had won his theological battle,
Jesus would really be no more important than
the rest of the 2,565 saints, and there certainly
would be no special day known as “Christmas.”
Among Roman Catholics and the Eastern
Orthodox, if Arius had prevailed, the merits of
Christ would not count for anything more than
the merits of any of those 2,565 saints. If Arius
had his way, Jesus would not be THE savior of
the world in Christendom, just one of many
“saviors.”

Emperor Constantine was a smart guy, so he
tried to get the Christians together on the “same
page.” That page was the words of the Nicene
Creed written at the First Ecumenical Council of
Nicaea in 325 A.D. That creed, which we still
use today, was a short-lived victory for the
“Nicene” faction, i.e., the faction that confessed
that Jesus was equal to God. The Nicene faction
was led by Bishop Athanasius of Alexandria (he
became successor to Alexander in 328). The
politics soon got ugly. Athanasius was banished
from the Empire in 335 A.D., and Constantine
and his family became Arian. For a long forty-
five years, Arianism had the upper-hand in
defining Christianity, though the Nicene faction
did not give up. It looked like there never would
be a Christmas, thanks to Arius.

Then the imperial power passed out of the
family of Constantine, and in 380 A.D., a new
Roman Emperor was elected, Theodosius the
First, who was fully committed to the Nicene
Creed and the belief that Jesus was fully God in
every way. In the same year as his accession,
380 A.D., Theodosius issued the Edict of
Thessalonica, which guaranteed  that
Christianity was to be the official church of the
Roman Empire—and that it would be defined by
the Nicene Creed, just as we know it today. This
guaranteed that the official doctrine of the West
and East portions of the Roman Empire would



include: Jesus’ unique position among all the
persons of the Bible, the orthodox doctrine of
the Trinity, and the orthodox doctrine of Jesus’
eternal-and-coequal divine nature.

The ideas of the Grinch—oops, I mean Arius—
have never gone away entirely. In the sixteenth
century, there were a group of religious people
whose doctrine was essentially Arian. They were
known as “New Antitrinitarians,” “New Arians,”
or “Socinians,” after their founder Fausto
Sozzini (1539-1604). Their doctrine was
explicitly rejected by the Lutheran Formula of
Concord, Article XII. The Lutheran Book of
Concord also added an Appendix called a
“Catalog of Testimonies” to defend the Nicene
position with Scripture passages and citations
from the councils and theologians of the early
church.

“Socinians” were persecuted in Italy, were not
welcome in Protestant lands, and finally found a
home in Poland where they were known as the
“Polish brethren.” Their official doctrine was
summed up in the Racovian Catechism (1605).
Socinian theology rejected the views of Nicene
Christianity regarding the knowledge of God,
the doctrines of the Trinity, the divinity of
Christ, original sin, and Jesus’ suffering and
death as punishment for the sins of the world.
This was the origin of the Unitarian
denomination which still exists today in the
United States and other places. Socinian
writings were eagerly studied by English and
French “free-thinkers” such as Isaac Newton,
John Locke, Voltaire, and Pierre Bayle.

Wider-ranging acceptance of Arian/Socinian
ideas began with the Deist controversies in the
late 17t and 18t century England and France. It
continued in Germany in the development of
Liberal Protestantism in the 19th century. Today,
sad to say, no Liberal Protestant mainline
denomination affirms that “Jesus is the only
Son of God begotten from eternity.” Thankfully
Nicene Christianity is still confessed by The
Lutheran  Church-Missouri Synod, other
conservative Protestants, the Roman Catholics,
the Eastern Orthodox churches, and many other
churches founded in the first centuries A.D.,
such as the Egyptian Coptic and Indian Mar

Thoma churches. That is something worth
celebrating this Christmas and every year, until
Jesus returns in glory with all the angels,
archangels, and all the company of heaven!

Yours in Christ,
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ADVENT + CHRISTMAS + EPIPHANY
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 2018-2019

First Sunday in Advent — December 2
Divine Service —9:00 a.m.

Mid-week Advent Services — Wednesday, December 5
Evening Prayer —7:00 p.m.

Second Sunday in Advent — December 9
Divine Service — 9:00 a.m.

Mid-week Advent Services — Wednesday, December 12
Jr. Kindergarten — Eighth grade will confess their faith through song.
Matins — 8:40 a.m.
Evening Prayer —7:00 p.m.

Third Sunday in Advent — December 16
Divine Service — 9:00 a.m.

Mid-week Advent Services — Wednesday, December 19
Evening Prayer —7:00 p.m.

Fourth Sunday in Advent — December 23
Divine Service —9:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve — Monday, December 24
Lessons and Carols —7:00 p.m.

Christmas Day — Tuesday, December 25
Divine Services - 10:45 a.m.

First Sunday after Christmas-December 30
Divine Service —9:00 a.m.

New Year’s Eve-Monday, December 31
Evening Prayer - 7:00 p.m.

Epiphany-Sunday, January 6, 2018
Divine Service — 9:00 a.m.

Y

R4 Regular worship services are held each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.

X Mid-week Chapel & Kids of the Kingdom are held Wednesdays at 8:35 a.m.
throughout the school year.

All are welcome to attend.

Grace Lutheran Church
2825 Alameda de las Pulgas
San Mateo, CA
650-345-9068




November 21, 2018

Dear friends in Christ,

My name is Michael Schempf. | am a LCMS pastor living in Watertown, WI. In June | accepted a
call from the LCMS Office of International Mission to serve as a career theological educator at
the Lutheran seminary near Jinja, Uganda, East Africa. The Lutheran seminary in Uganda has a
current enrollment of 54 students. They recently sent out their first 19 vicars. Each is expected
to plant a church and evangelize during their vicarage. The seminary is served by two full time
Ugandan professors. The Lutheran Church of Uganda (LCU) is young and growing with 137
congregations served by 21 pastors.

The Holy Spirit’s work in these Lutheran churches is evident. There is steady growth in rural
villages with about 25 baptisms per week. Those who are hungry for God’s Word are outpacing
the number of pastors available to lead them. The Lutheran Church Uganda (LCU) has
requested that the LCMS send help to train pastors. Like the LCMS, the LCU recognizes the
great importance of faithful Biblical teaching. They value Lutheran doctrine and know that the
training men receive at the seminary will shape their theology and spiritual care. Their pastoral
formation will greatly impact the people they serve as they proclaim the love of Jesus.

My wife Karen has served the Lord for many years as a Lutheran school teacher. She looks
forward to the great opportunities awaiting her to equip teachers for Lutheran education and

proclaiming Jesus’ love to children.

I would like to ask the members of Grace Lutheran to partner with us to accomplish the work of
God’s kingdom in Uganda. Please consider supporting us as LCMS Together in Mission (TIM)
partners through your prayers and financial support. We plan to visit your congregation and
make a presentation about LCMS mission work in Uganda on February 7™ at 7:00 PM. Rejoice

in Jesus!
Serving the Savior,

Pastor Michael Schempf
Theological Educator
LCMS Office of International Missions



AN OPPORTUNITY TO HELP YOUR NEIGHBOR...

THRIVENT’S RESPONSE TO THE CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES

Wildfires continue to burn throughout California, causing unprecedented devastation and
destruction. Thousands of homes and buildings have been destroyed, multiple deaths have
been confirmed, and mandatory evacuations are in place for many communities.

When given the opportunity to help, Thrivent members are eager to help bring comfort to those
in need. And, as a membership organization of Christians, Thrivent and your Thrivent Member
Network (TMN) make it easy for you to do so:

Make a donation; Thrivent will match up to $250,000

Thrivent will match up to $250,000 in personal donations made online through
Thrivent.com to specific disaster relief organizations helping with the recovery efforts.
Thrivent will also pay processing fees, so 100% of your donation goes to help those in
need.” Donate Now.

Make an impact; lead a Thrivent Action Team

Grab friends, family and coworkers to help raise funds for fire victims by forming a
Thrivent Action Team. Use promo code "Wildfires," and you'll receive your Thrivent
Action Kit containing shirts, seed money and promotional materials 5 to 7 business
days after approval. Get started.

Make a difference; direct Choice Dollars®

Thrivent Choice® lets eligible members recommend where Thrivent distributes some
of its charitable outreach funding. If you have Choice Dollars available to direct, please
consider selecting organizations helping those impacted by the fires. Learn more.

On behalf of your Thrivent Member Network, we thank you for your continued passion
to help others with your generosity!

*Thrivent will match up to $250,000 in personal donations received by Jan. 31, 2019,
or when the funding limit is met, whichever comes first. All payment processing fees
associated with these personal donations will also be covered.



Lutheran Women’s Missionary League

Grace LWML Mission Statement

“Our mission is to encourage the women
of Grace to grow spiritually through
Word and Sacraments that they may serve
our Triune God with their time, talents
and treasures.”

2018-2020

Mission Grants

7. 1% LCMS Peruvian Pastor
LCMS Mission
Advancement
Zone 9

$10,000

Save your mites

D

“Serve the Lord with Gladness”

Mission Project Work Day
No Meeting in December, 2018

Tuesday, January 22,2019 - 1:00pm at
Dolores Keim’s House

e e —

Upcoming dates:
December 9, 2018 — Grace LWML
Christmas Luncheon

see next page

_—————
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“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”
Luke 2:11

GLC LWML Christmas Luncheon

Sunday, December 9, 2018
12:00 Noon - Parish Hall

Everyone Welcome! Men, Women, Children
Grace Members Grace School Families - Friends

Potato Bar with all the fixings
Bring a salad or dessert (beverages provided)
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Monetary Love gift for our tree: For Orphan Grain Train (help for hurricane areas)
(Make checks payable to GLC LWML)

Program: The Symbols of Christmas Through Christian Eyes
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The Second of Thirteen
Jonathan Paul

-~ 2018 Steinbeck Scholarship Recipients
- Hello, '

Thank you very much for the opportunity to receive
~ the Steinbeck Memorial Scholarship. As an avid
learner who eagerly takes every occasion and
resource to enrich his learning, | am sure that | will
use this generous gift to empower my studies and
achieve my goals.

| was born in 1998 in Macau, China while my father
was serving as a missionary and church planter. After
A five years of serving, my family moved to Hsinchu,
Taiwan. After my father taught for a year at China Lutheran Seminary, we moved
to St. Louis where my father started studying for his PhD in systematic theology.
When | was six, | started learning the violin, which | continue to enjoy playing.
While my father was writing his dissertation, we had the opportunity to move
back to Taiwan, where he taught and served as a vacancy pastor for a church in
Chiayi. After finishing his PhD, he received a call to Evansville, Indiana, where he
started a Chinese mission congregation at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. After five
years, my father received a call to return to Taiwan. Currently he serves as a
theological educator, resource developer, and a mentor to the vicars of our
partner church, the CELC.

| am currently a sophomore studying as a Mechanical Engineering major at
University of Wisconsin — Milwaukee. The classes that | am currently taking
include statics, linear algebra and differential equations, physics, and MatLab (A
scripting language). Other activities that | am currently involved in include
building a super-mileage racecar with the Society of Automotive Engineers, and
learning to use different rapid prototyping machines, like the 3D printer. Over the
past year, | have also had the opportunity to participate in a mechanical design
project sponsored by Master Lock and an engineering internship at the Industrial
Technology Research Institute in Taiwan. Although | have yet to decide which
branch of mechanical engineering to pursue, | hope to use the gifts that God has
given me to design and fabricate efficient mechanical systems.

Thank you so much for all your kindness and financial support!
In Christ,
Jonathan Paul



Lutherar: Women's Missionary League (L WIML) California-Nevada-Hawaii District {CNH;}
Human Care Committee
Scholarship Application for the Steinbeck Memorial Scholarship Fund

Your Name, Birth Date and contact information:
Wiailing Address, Email Addres:, Phone/Cell

Name: jonathan Paul
Birth Date: November 28, 1998
- Miailing Address:

Ne—98 12fLipenchd 3038 N Frederick Ave
Hstrretra ui?y 30672 Milwaukee, W1 53211
Fatoran-R-6-6:

Email: jonathan8paul@gmail.com
Cell Phone: 4142045408

Name and Address of school you plan to attend:
University of Wisconsin ~ Milwaukee

Registrar’s Office Mailing Address:
UW-Vilwaukee Registrar’s Office

PO Box 729
Milwaukee, W1 53201-072¢

parent’s names and contact information:
iailing Address, Email Address, Phone/Cell

Michael and Jen-Yi “Irene” Paul
No. 98, 12F Lipeng Rd

Hsinchu City 30072

Taiwan R.O.C.
paulm9@gmail.com

+886 0975705817

How many years of
schooling do you
anticipate?

Grade Fall 2018 (circle or highlight}:
Freshman Sophomore Junior
Senior 5" year

Anticipated year-of graduation? 4 — 4y

2021 . Would you like an
How many members of your family | application in two
are currently in an institution of years?

higher education? 2 Yes

In what mission field are your parents currently serving?

Taiwan, Asia Region

Are you a member of a LCMS congregation?
If so, Name and location of your church:

st. Paul’s Lutheran Church

100 E, Michigan St.

Evansville, Indiana 47711

Tel: (812) 422-5414

Tell us something about the places you have lived and type of missionary work in which your family is involved:

| was born in Asia when my parents were missionaries in Macau, China. At the time, our missionary work primarily
centered around church planting. | have also lived in Evansville Indiana, where my father started a Lutheran Chinese
‘speaking congregation. Three years ago, my father received a call to serve in Taiwan, where-we currently are.

Here in Taiwan, my father’s work includes serving as a theological educator and Chinese resource developer, in addition
to mentoring several vicars that are serving in churches all throughout the island. My family also outreaches to the
families in our neighborhood, hosting bible studies, music recitals, and dinner gatherings. In addition to teaching classes
at the Lutheran seminary in Hsinchu, Taiwan, my father teaches weelly catechesis at a local congregation.

What course of study do you plan to pursue in school?

I am currently majoring in Mechanical Engineering.

What are your plans for the future?

Upon graduation, | plan to seek employment as mechanical engineer. In the meantime, | plan to study diligently and
pursue internships in order to further my technical understanding and expertise.

Make check payable to whc and mailing address? If your school, any special instructions? Date
WHehaeRaw—

No.-98,12F LipengRd Jonathan Paul - Address above 6/5/2018
Hsirretr€ity 38672 !

Taiwan R.O.C.

rev.5/2018




School News

LOOKING BACK...LOOKING FORWARD

November began with a celebration of All Saints
Day, where we joyfully acknowledged our Christian
brothers and sisters who have gone to their heavenly
home before us. We thank God for His Promise
fulfilled and also give thanks for Partners in Worship’,
(GLS student choir), who joined us later in the month to
sing praises to our Lord in our divine worship service.
How wonderful to serve the Lord and His people in
such a fashion!

As though a three-day (Veterans holiday) weekend
wasn’t enough, a full week of Thanksgiving was
celebrated by our students as we remembered the
history of our nation on Thanksgiving Day. In an
unexpected surprise, our students had an extra day off
due to poor air quality as a result of the California fires.
Throughout the state, ALL were affected by these
horrible fires by some manner or another, and we joined
in the surrounding schools and businesses which shut
down as a result. These fires devastated the lives of
many and we remember to keep the victims in our
prayers even today. The teachers of Grace took time for
their in-service training which was held on our campus
during the week of Thanksgiving. We have MUCH to
thank God for each and every day and are encouraged
to reflect on our many, many blessings.

December will be filled with preparation for the birth
of our Lord and Savior! The church season of Advent is
all about preparing for the arrival of the baby Jesus, the
Savior of the world! You can hear that faith conveyed in
the hymns we sing at school and at church.

Christmas will follow with a flurry of activities and
behind it, the new year of 2019! In January we also
celebrate Epiphany, the time when the wise men followed
the star to see their infant savior!

So much happens during the season of Advent,
Christmas and Epiphany. Ask your children to tell you
about this wonderful time! I bet they can!

As we prepare for the ‘coming of Christ’, let us reflect
on what it means to be ‘Joyful’ in the Lord! When your
children ask you what they are getting for Christmas, give
them a hug and remind them that the true gift was and still
is, the sweet gift from God, the Gift of Jesus.

We, at Grace Lutheran School, are filled with the Joy
of the Savior always and thank you and your family for
being a part of the Grace family. As always, if there is

something we, at Grace Lutheran School can do to make
this academic year a more positive experience, let us
know! We are always excited to hear new ideas and help
shoulder your concerns. If you know of someone looking
for an intimate setting for their student, please refer them
to Grace Lutheran School. ‘Word of mouth’ referrals are
often the best endorsement for our school.

“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he
is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV)

DECEMBER 2018
DATES TO REMEMBER
4 JK — 8" Grades — Open House
Mid-Quarter 2
9 Partners in Worship — School Choir Sings
(Please arrive to the Parish Hall at 8:40a
for warm up)
12 JK-8 Grades Advent Service
8:40 a & & 7:00 p.m.
20 Noon Dismissal
for Advent/Christmas break
21-31  Advent/Christmas break
No School/No Extended Care

~J

JANUARY 2019
DATES TO REMEMBER
1-7  Christmas/Epiphany break
No School/No Extended Care
8 GLS School Resumes from break
13 Partners in Worship — School Choir Sings
(Please arrive to the Parish Hall at 8:40a
for warm up)
15 JK/Kindergarten Information Night
21 MLK, Jr. holiday
No School/No Extended Care
25 2" Quarter ends
28-3/3  Lutheran Schools Week
(see the PIN for activities of this week)

Watch for the Parent Information Note.
It is sent electronically each Tuesday!

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)

)Y
race Lutheran (hurch & School
e ¢ J
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